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Abstract:

The climate emergency is pushing the cultural heritage sector towards an
increasingly strong adoption of sustainability. Museums such as the Louvre and the
Venice Biennale have already implemented strategies to reduce energy consumption
and the use of non-recyclable materials. However, the archaeological sector faces
difficulties in finding sustainable alternatives to plastic for the preservation of
artefacts. The project ‘Recycling the Past’, initiated by the Venice Archaeological
Superintendency with the Veneto Institute for Cultural Heritage, promotes the use of
3D printing with recycled materials for the realisation of exhibition supports. The
collaboration with Krill Design makes it possible to transform organic waste into
biodegradable filaments, reducing environmental impact and costs. The initiative is
part of a wider debate on the integration of eco-sustainable practices in museum
restoration and management, highlighting the need for a concrete commitment to
combine heritage protection and environmental sustainability.
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