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Abstract 
 
Since the beginning of the twenty-first century, climate change has oppressed more 
and more a particular and widespread cultural heritage: historic parks and gardens. 
This alteration of the natural environment has highlighted how ephemeral and fragile 
can the vegetal component be and how exposed it is to high levels of risk. This 
contribution investigates the alterations and damages inflicted to European gardens 
by extemporaneous catastrophic events (storms, floods and drought). Building up of 
slow processes such as physiological plant disorders, loss of habitat suitability, and 
extinction of plant species will be considered as well. The examination of these 
study-cases aims to proof the close correlation between traumatic events affecting 
historic gardens and the resilience in their conservation, highlighting instead some 
opportunities offered by climate change. 
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