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Abstract.  
This paper concerns various aspects that are closely related: conservation of the 
tangible and intangible heritage, sustainability, socio-economic and climatic 
changes. The starting point for this reflection is a shared research between  
University of Genoa and the Universities Cadi Ayyad of Marrakech and RIPAM 
(Rencontres Internationales du Patrimoine Architectural Méditerranéen). There is no 
doubt that certain climatic changes also induce changes in social organisation and 
have effects on the economic level. In this context, one wonders what is the space 
within this system for heritage conservation. This question immediately leads to 
another one: which heritage are we talking about? Of the tangible one? Of the 
intangible one? Or both? In the cases examined, the strong climate change in some 
regions of the Maghreb leads to a rethinking of ancient systems of water capture and 
transport, at least as far as the irrigation of fields in oases is concerned (Khettarats, 
ghouts, foggaras). From some of the data presented, such recovery is possible, but 
only with regard to the material aspects of the conduits, not their use. This limitation, 
in itself, would lead to a relative lack of economic viability of a hypothetical material 
conservation of such installations. Some attempts at preservation can therefore only 
be seen as fragments of sustainability with short-term prospects. The intangible 
aspects related to water sharing are nullified in many cases by changes that can only 
partly have to do with climate change: these are generally social changes, excessive 
urbanisation, groundwater pollution. In some cases a water reclamation intervention 
(with recently developed chemical systems) could perhaps trigger a virtuous process; 
in other cases the intervention should be more linked to planning and/or urban 
revisions. In conclusion:  it can be understood how such an approach can, in fact, 
also be an aid to greater material conservation in quantitative terms, but also better 
conservation because it is more sustainable and credible. 
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